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North Texas Irish Festival Announces 21st Annual Celebration

Event planned for March 1 and 2, 2003 - Arranged with indoor comfort at Fair Park

Dallas — The 21st annual North Texas Irish Festival (NTIF), one of the largest Celtic events in the nation, will hold its 2003 Festival on Saturday and Sunday, March 1st and 2nd, 2003.
In light of the unseasonably cold and icy weather last year, the NTIF plans to hold all major events inside Fair Park's Automotive and Centennial buildings for the comfort of the attendees. Several new attractions will be featured this year, including enhancements to the children's entertainment at the Urchin Street Faire, the addition of Scottish Clan Village and Equestrian demonstrations in partnership with Equest.

The 2003 NTIF event will include a highly entertaining mix of rich traditional and modern Celtic bands, spectacular dance groups, wandering musicians, a variety of delicious Irish and international food and drink, cultural crafts, ethnic vendors and much more.  New this year are several music and dance groups in addition to the popular headliners that perform annually, including: Danú, Lúnasa, The Glengarry Bhoys, bohola, Danny Doyle, Patrick Ball, Ed Miller and The Blarney Brothers.  Some of the popular local and regional entertainers include the Irish Rogues, Brothers 3, Beyond the Pale, Smithfield Fair,  Amberhawke, Threadneedle Street and many others. According to North Texas Irish Festival Coordinator, John Hebley, "We are very excited about this year's group of performers and exhibitors. I believe with all the new talent, cultural displays and enhanced children's activities we will have the best festival in our 21-year history." Hebley also serves as President of the Southwest Celtic Music Association (SCMA), the sponsoring organization for the NTIF.

In addition to the bands and dance groups, the festival brings a wide variety of exhibitors, workshops, plays, demonstrations and lectures that explain various Irish and Celtic influences on Texas and the Southwest. Another new feature this year is the opening of the "Scottish Village" where local Scottish clans will feature demonstrations and explanations as to the strong connection between the Irish and Scots in their music, ancestry and culture. The cultural area will also explore the relationships between the Hispanic and Irish cultures through displays, entertainment and educational programs.

The NTIF is also featuring the Urchin Street Faire, which is a special place where the younger Celts can find entertainment, education, play and fun. The Festival has added many events to the Urchin Street to bring programs that will educate, enlighten and entertain the younger audience. These new programs include music, dance, storytelling, theater, magic and mystery and are a result of affiliations with the Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers, The Dallas Children's Theater, and the Dallas Public Library and supported by the Crayola Company. Also, for the first time this year the festival will feature horse riding demonstrations from Equest, the organization that works with horses as therapy for the disabled and is sponsoring entries at the World Special Olympics.

Hours, Admission and Location

Festival hours are Saturday, March 1 from 10:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 2 from 11:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Ticket prices are $15 for adults on each day of the festival or $25 for a weekend pass. Children 11 and under are free. Advanced daily tickets may be purchased for $10 (plus small handling charge) online at the NTIF web site, www.ntif.org, or at several other locations listed. The events will take place at Fair Park’s Centennial and Automobile Buildings as well as covered areas, between the Hall of State and the park’s main gate on Parry Avenue.  The public can call 
214-821-4173 or visit www.ntif.org for more information or to volunteer to work at the Festival.

About the Southwest Celtic Music Association

The first Celtic festival was on March 5, 1983 and was billed as the First Texas Céili. This first event was so popular that it has continued every year since on the first weekend in March as the North Texas Irish Festival. Shortly after the first festival, the all-volunteer Southwest Celtic Music Association was formed to study, perform and preserve traditional Celtic music, dance and culture. In 1984, the event was moved to Fair Park and its name changed to the North Texas Irish Festival. The Southwest Celtic Music Association, a 501(c) 3 corporation is located in Dallas and serves a five-state regional area. Over 600 volunteers will help in organization, promotion and execution of this year’s Festival.
Sponsors

The North Texas Irish Festival is produced and sponsored by the Southwest Celtic Music Association. Generous additional sponsorship is provided by Guinness, Coca Cola,
Ben E. Keith, Budweiser, Pernod Ricard/Jameson & Bushmills Irish Whiskey, the City of Dallas Office of Cultural Affairs, Green Mountain Energy, Camelot/Bunratty Mead, Sheraton Brookhollow and Parkland's Kid's First.  Media support is provided by CBS-KTVT Channel 11, DCTV Dallas Community Television, Dallas Observer, Clear Channel stations KDMX 102.9, KEGL 97.1, KHKS, KISS 106.1, KDGE 102.1, KZPS 92.5, and Radio Disney, KBEC.
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